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Butterflies of
Healing Village
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BACKGROUND: On request from the management of Kairali
— The Ayurvedic Healing Village, a visit to their retreat.in
Palakkad was conducted with an intention of documenting
the butterflies that'are present on the property.
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LOCATION: Over 50 or so acres belonging to Kairali — The
Ayurvedic Healing Village in the Palakkad District of
Kerala. This includes a built up area of 15 acres, the
organic vegetable garden, a small wild patch and the
remaining agricultural areas.

METHOD: During the stay, all the above mentioned areas
were perambulated on foot several times. The butterflies
seen were observed, identified and a list maintained. A

pair of binoculars was used for few of these observations.

FINDINGS: 48 species of butterflies belonging to 5 families
were observed, which would represent a majority of the
butterfly families found in India. The occurrence of the
largest Indian butterfly ‘Southern Birdwing Troides Minos’,
was recorded during these observations as well.
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